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1804 Excerpt: ...irregular and loose, as it
sometimes is, appears by the description to
be the smut of this author. Culm means
only smallish coals of.inferior value, which
do not pay duty. Some of the Swansea
coals resemble the Denbigh coals in their
structure, and arc nearly the same in
quality. This upper figure has the charcoaly
and stratified part in various directions.
Some parts resemble burnt straw in regular
rows: others form conical appearances,
converging or diverging from a centre. We
also find horizontal and oblique strata. The
shining part is in various directions, with a
confused and shattered appearance. Some
of the striated parts were slightly covered
with charcoal in fine dust, easily rubbed
oft, the striated impression still remaining
in immediate contact with the shining part.
In other parts were thick layers of charcoal
in irregular strata, but somewhat horizontal
to the other parts, the whole having a
peculiar, yet confused, appearance. It is
very brittle, and easily shattered to pieces.
The lower piece is much tougher, and the
striae have not a vestige of charcoal about
them, nor will they soil the fingers. This
seems altogether more indurated. These
two and the Denbigh coal have nearly the
same qualities as to their uses. They are
difficult to ignite, and burn without flame,
remaining a long while, and giving a great
heat, without much apparent change;
whence they have been denominated Stone
Coal. They are used for malting, and for
burning lime, and arc frequently mixed
with such coals as will more readily
inflame, to assist the burning. They are
supposed to contain less oxygen with the
carbon than other coals, and therefore
require the assistance of those which
contain more oxygen. It may not be amiss
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to observe here that diamonds require
oxyge...
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